A survey of university-prison collaboration and computerized tracking systems in prisons.
It is conservatively estimated that 8 percent of inmates in U.S. prisons have significant psychiatric impairment. Correctional mental health systems are often unable to provide adequate treatment to such inmates because of staff recruitment problems. Collaboration between universities and departments of corrections can help solve recruitment problems, and needs assessment studies and computerized tracking systems can help obtain needed resources. A national survey collected data on collaborations between universities and corrections departments and on needs assessment and computerized tracking systems in prisons. Results indicated that such collaborations exist in more than half of state prison systems. Of 42 states responding, only ten states reported having systemwide computerized tracking systems, but others are in the process of developing such systems. Two-thirds of the correctional mental health systems did not have an ongoing needs assessment program.